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A daunting request for certain, it’s clear that 
Mahzad doesn’t shy away from a challenge. 
The ambitious young builder has made a 
name for herself creating spectacular homes 
in and around Richmond Hill, particularly in 
the prestigious South Richvale community. 
Exuding luxury and elegance, Mahzad’s 
designs aim to go above and beyond the best in 
the neighbourhood. “We look at houses in the 
area and try to take things two or three steps 
above that, in terms of materials used and 
other elements.” Taking in the masterpiece 
that is her parents’ estate, there is no doubt 
that she has achieved this goal.

Mahzad was introduced to design and 
construction at a young age. Her father is a 
builder and business owner focusing on high- 
and low-rise projects in Iran, where the family 
originated. He encouraged her interest in the 
family business. “Everything I am is because 
of my dad,” she says. “I grew up in Iran. At 17 
years old he took me to a construction site 
and said, ‘Whatever she wants, you do it.’ 
I designed the penthouse, and it was very 
successful. It sold for the highest price, and 
from then on, I worked for him. He gave me 
authority, and room to move and do whatever 
I wanted. He taught me the business of it, 
construction, everything. Everything I am is 
because of him.”
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STORY ERIN PEPLER
PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY
FLOWERS TERRACOTTA HOME & GARDEN

When Mahzad Pahlavan of 
Mahzad Homes set out to 
design a custom home for her 
parents, Ahmad and Mahin 
Pahlavan of Richmond Hill, her 
mother offered very specific 
inspiration – “a simple Versailles.”

RIGHT: Crystal accents 
in the powder room add 
timeless elegance and 
reflect the light. FAR 
RIGHT: A lovely parlour-
style living room is a more 
formal space to greet 
guests. BOTTOM: Shining 
wood furniture, sweeping 
drapes and glittering gold 
create an opulent dining 
room. OPPOSITE, TOP: 
Stately columns and iron 
railings were used for a 
Versailles-inspired exterior. 
BOTTOM LEFT: The main 
floor is open to above for a 
clear view of the spectacular 
foyer’s dome. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: Mahzad Pahlavan 
with her father Ahmad.

Lovely china 
adds colour to 
every occasion.
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After moving to Canada with her family 
in 2002, Mahzad founded her own company, 
Mahzad Homes. She started working on 
home renovation projects before moving 
on to home additions, and in 2003, new 
builds. Mahzad describes her style as French 
classic but notes the touches of English and 
contemporary design that mark her homes. 
Her parents’ house is a shining example of 
this style, featuring an Indiana Buff stone 
exterior, staggeringly high ceilings and elegant 
mouldings throughout the home. The floors 
transition from rich hardwood by Chestnut 
Flooring to polished Marble Granite 
Depot tile with hand-laid mosaic details. Each 
room features layers of texture from carefully 
chosen Persian rugs and handmade curtains. 
Chandeliers abound, and touches of glass 
and mirror add to the opulence of the space. 
Natural light flows through oversize windows 
that overlook the large, landscaped yard. For 
her father, Mahzad created an all-mahogany 
office that has become his favourite part of the 
home. Her mother favours the kitchen, a regal 
design filled with high-end Sub-Zero Wolf 
appliances that would impress any chef.

“My mother asked for sparkle, but not too 
much gold,” Mahzad explains. “She wanted a 
touch of Versailles, so there is crystal everywhere. 
We used patterned glass tile and tiny, sparkly 
mosaics. Nothing was premade – everything 
is done on site.” Each of the bathroom faucets 
is made with Swarovski crystal. The kitchen 
was custom-made by Cameo Kitchens & Fine 
Cabinetry and features a gorgeous bronze 
backsplash. Additional details, such as the 
chevron-patterned hardwood floors and a very 
grand staircase, tie the space together. “Every 
room is designed with beautiful woods and 
crystal, and all of the bedrooms have custom 
millwork and coffered ceilings. These are the 
touches of extravagance. There is a mirrored wall 
in the master closet that was inspired by the house 
of Coco Chanel. And of course, there is the foyer.”

The foyer is a grand accomplishment in 
itself, housing a spectacular dome that sets the 
tone for the rest of the property. A dramatic, 
Versailles-inspired crystal chandelier from 
the Schonbek collection by Union Lighting 
and Furnishings hangs below the dome, 
highlighting the magnificence of the space. A 
dark, arched wood-and-glass door stands in 
striking contrast to the surrounding marble 
tiles and white mouldings. There is just enough 
art to be interesting without being too busy; a 
décor theme that carries throughout the home. 

Glass cabinets display 
pretty family treasures.

The love of rich f inishes 
is present even in the 
dinnerware.

RIGHT: The 
circular eat-in area 
in the kitchen is 
flooded with light. 
FAR RIGHT: The 
bronze backsplash 
was imported 
and creates a 
one-of-a-kind
feature. BELOW: 
White cabinetry and 
mouldings keep 
things bright in 
the kitchen.

ABOVE: Dark custom 
cabinetry and oversize 
furnishings make a big room 
cosy. LEFT: The office is a 
panelled masterpiece.
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While there is no denying Mahzad’s skill, motivation and abundant 
creative energy, Mahzad Homes is truly a family affair. In addition to 
her father’s support, Mahzad credits her mother for being the backbone 
of the family, making their individual successes possible. “My mom 
is the softest, kindest person,” Mahzad says. “She always gave her 
husband and children a good environment to come home to, and has 
everyone’s backs. She’s the peacemaker.” Sister Mahnaz Pahlavan is a 
broker of record with Barsam Professional Real Estate Ltd., often 
representing properties built by Mahzad Homes, and Mahzad calls 
younger brother Madyar, “the future of my business.” Husband Nemo is 
a proud supporter of Mahzad’s work, and she laughingly credits their 
two-and-a-half-year-old daughter, Magnolia, as her “best partner,” 
noting that she built three homes while pregnant. 

Mahzad resides in the South Richvale neighbourhood that she often 
works in, and feels the importance of her connection to the community. 
More than a home for her business, it’s a home for her family. Speaking 
of her goals for the future, Mahzad says, “The dream is to build the 
tallest tower in North America, but whether that happens, I don’t 
know. As long as I keep going and my clients are happy, and I maintain a 
good reputation in this community, I’m happy.”  OH

Intricate inlays add 
eye-catching contrast.

Swarovski crystal 
adds glimmer.

ABOVE: Traditional lines and finishes are used for a timeless master bedroom. 
TOP RIGHT: The closet is a clothing aficionado’s dream. RIGHT: The Greek key 
border adds a classic touch.
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difference I’ve noticed 
since using the 
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refreshed feeling I have 
day in and day out.”
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Technogel mattresses are made with “soft solid” 
material that conforms to your body and distributes 
pressure evenly over the entire surface of contact, 
providing ergonomic support and proper alignment. Not 
only is it sublimely comfortable head to toe, but it also 
improves your blood circulation. Technogel mattresses 
are the only brand to use a full layer of patented gel, 
giving you the full benefit of this therapeutic material.
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husband and children a good environment to come home to, and has 
everyone’s backs. She’s the peacemaker.” Sister Mahnaz Pahlavan is a 
broker of record with Barsam Professional Real Estate Ltd., often 
representing properties built by Mahzad Homes, and Mahzad calls 
younger brother Madyar, “the future of my business.” Husband Nemo is 
a proud supporter of Mahzad’s work, and she laughingly credits their 
two-and-a-half-year-old daughter, Magnolia, as her “best partner,” 
noting that she built three homes while pregnant. 

Mahzad resides in the South Richvale neighbourhood that she often 
works in, and feels the importance of her connection to the community. 
More than a home for her business, it’s a home for her family. Speaking 
of her goals for the future, Mahzad says, “The dream is to build the 
tallest tower in North America, but whether that happens, I don’t 
know. As long as I keep going and my clients are happy, and I maintain a 
good reputation in this community, I’m happy.”  OH

Intricate inlays add 
eye-catching contrast.

Swarovski crystal 
adds glimmer.

ABOVE: Traditional lines and finishes are used for a timeless master bedroom. 
TOP RIGHT: The closet is a clothing aficionado’s dream. RIGHT: The Greek key 
border adds a classic touch.

Tapestry Decor
Bringing your Ideas to Life

“the best reflection of you is your home”

Let Tapestry Decor Bring your ideas to Life!!!
From Custom Drapery to full Interior Renovations, 

we cover all your needs from A to Z

905.264.0635   |   www.tapestrydecor.ca

Tapestry DecorTapestry Decor

We are a distinctive establishment offering Full Interior Design and Decor Services
Custom Drapery • Renovations • Space Planning • Furniture & Accents

Faux Finishes • Blinds • Shades • In-Home Consultations
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16635 Yonge Street – Unit 1
Newmarket, Ontario

(905) 235-3732  |  www.sweetdreamzzz.ca

What is the best mattress 
for people with low back pain?

“The most significant 
difference I’ve noticed 
since using the 
Technogel bed is the 
refreshed feeling I have 
day in and day out.”

NEIL WALKER | PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL INFIELDER

Technogel mattresses are made with “soft solid” 
material that conforms to your body and distributes 
pressure evenly over the entire surface of contact, 
providing ergonomic support and proper alignment. Not 
only is it sublimely comfortable head to toe, but it also 
improves your blood circulation. Technogel mattresses 
are the only brand to use a full layer of patented gel, 
giving you the full benefit of this therapeutic material.

GET 2
FREE PILLOWS
with the purchase of a Technogel mattress

Offer ends January 31st, 2016. See store for details.
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her beloved younger brother


